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The Transition from the Pishdadian to the Kayanian Dynasty: A Historical-Narrative
Analysis Based on the Shahnameh and Ancient Iranian Sources

By Dr. Basir Kamjou
Abstract:

This article analyzes the historical and narrative transition from the Pishdadian dynasty to the
Kayanian dynasty, based on the accounts in the Shahnameh and epic-historical texts of ancient
Iran. Focusing on figures such as Nowzar, Zav, and Garshasp, it examines the collapse of the
Pishdadian political structure and the formation of the new Kayanian order. By integrating the
methods of narratology, analytical historiography, and philosophical interpretation, this article
aims to provide a profound depiction of the structural transformations in Iranian royal thought.

Introduction:

The civilization of the Iranian land, at the dawn of its history, withessed the formation of
dynasties that played a significant role not only in the realm of politics but also in the
intellectual, narrative, and cultural spheres. Ferdowsi's Shahnameh, as the most important
national epic source for Iranians (Tajiks, Persians, and Kurds), holds an unparalleled treasure of
these eras. The Pishdadian period of ancient Balkh is the oldest stage of kingship in this
narrative, after which the Kayanian period begins. The transition from these two dynasties is not
merely a political shift but also carries a transformation in the concepts of legitimacy, political
wisdom, and Iranian identity.

l. The Political Situation of Iran After Manuchehr:

With the passing of Manuchehr, the powerful Pishdadian king, his son Nowzar ascended the
throne. Nowzar's reign marked the beginning of the decline of Pishdadian authority. During this
same period, Sam Nariman, one of Iran's greatest commanders and a pillar of national stability,
also passed away. These two simultaneous events created a void of power and wisdom in the
political sphere of Ariana. (1)

Il. The Reign of Nowzar and the Collapse of Aryan Authority:
Nowzar, as Ferdowsi reports, was a tyrannical man unaware of political prudence:

When Nowzar ascended the throne of Manuchehr, He possessed neither wisdom, nor counsel,
nor affection. (2)

Nowzar's incompetence led to internal rebellion within the army and the weakening of the
country's defense structures. On the other hand, Afrasiab of Turan, incited by his father
Pashang, recognizing the chaotic situation in Iran, invaded this land. In a fierce battle, Nowzar
was captured and ultimately killed by Afrasiab. (3)

lll. The Emergence of Zav and the Transition to Garshasp:

After the death of Nowzar, the Aryan elders and nobles, to prevent complete collapse, chose
Zav, a descendant of Fereydun, as king. He reigned for five years. After him, his son Garshasp,
the last Pishdadian monarch, ascended the throne. In the Shahnameh, it is stated:

Zav had a self-willed son, His father had named him Garshasp. (4)



Garshasp ruled for nine years, during which he was constantly engaged in defending Iran's
borders against the incursions of Afrasiab. With his death, the Pishdadian period came to an
end.

IV. Philosophical-Historical Analysis of the End of the Pishdadians:

The Pishdadian era, more than just a royal dynasty, symbolizes a period in Iranian history in
which kingship was intertwined with divine grace (farrah-e izadi) and cosmic order. With the
death of Garshasp, this sacred connection is severed, and a new dynasty with a different
political philosophy emerges: the Kayanians. This dynasty, which begins with the rise of Kay
Qobad, possesses elements such as political centralism, martial legitimacy, and a nascent
cultural cohesion. (5)

Conclusion:

The transition from the Pishdadian to the Kayanian dynasty, beyond a change in political figures,
represents a profound transformation in the foundations of Iranian thought. This transformation
signifies a shift from a purely mythological worldview towards a composite concept of myth,
history, and politics—a shift that is widely reflected in the Shahnameh and contemporary
narratives.
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