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The Persian Language: A Source of Pride

By Dr. Basir Kamjo

Part 1: A Philosophical Perspective

"A bird unaware of clear water, forever pecks at the salty shore." - Rumi

This poem by Rumi serves as a mirror, reflecting our neglect of true values. It's as if the Persian
language, this clear and refreshing water, flows among us, yet many, like that bird, remain
oblivious, turning instead to the brackish waters of other languages or inappropriate dialects.

Persian, however, transcends mere communication; it's a home where our existence takes shape
and finds meaning through rational cognition. Its vocabulary and grammatical structures, like
prisms, refract our perceptions of the world, time, space, and abstract concepts, imprinting a
unique worldview upon our souls.

e Language and Thought: Persian has been the cradle of profound philosophical and
mystical ideas. From Avicenna and Suhrawardi to Rumi and Hafez, Persian sages and
mystics have articulated complex concepts with eloquence and grace. Persian provides
a fertile ground for thought to soar into the realms of abstraction and delve into the depths
of existential questions. It's not merely a tool for expressing thought, but thought itself,
embodied in words and structures.

¢ Language and Ethics: Persian is a treasure trove of ethical and cultural values. Concepts
such as love, justice, wisdom, and freedom shine like stars in Persian literature and
philosophy. This language can nurture moralvirtues within us and foster a sense of social
responsibility. Persian cultivates ethical and cultural values that shape our identity and
behavior.

Part 2: An Academic Perspective

Throughout history, the radiant jewel of Persian has been a cradle of science and knowledge.
From mathematics and astronomy to medicine and philosophy, scholars of this land have
created invaluable treasures in this eloquent language. Revitalizing Persian in the realm of
knowledge will undoubtedly strengthen the foundations of our understanding and cognition.

¢ Language and Technology: With the advent of modern technologies, Persian can play a
significant role in fields such as artificial intelligence, natural language processing, and
intelligent content production. Advancements in Persian-based technologies will
facilitate access to information and knowledge, aiding in the preservation and expansion
of this precious heritage.

e Language and Education: Persian is the language of education in Iran, Afghanistan, and
Tajikistan. Strengthening this esteemed language within educational systems will
undoubtedly elevate literacy and knowledge within society and reinforce national identity.

Part 3: Language and National Identity

Persian is a cornerstone of the national identity of Iranians (Tajiks, Persians, and Kurds). It's
inextricably linked to the history, culture, and civilization of Iran. Preserving and promoting
Persian contributes to the maintenance and strengthening of national identity.



Persian embodies the national and culturalidentity of Iranians (Tajiks, Persians) and other Persian
speakers. With its deep historical roots, it has cultivated the wisdom, thought, and worldview of
the people within this cultural sphere. Safeguarding it is a civilizational duty, preserving our
national structure and ensuring the continuity of our cultural cohesion.

Persian is the language of poetry, literature, music, and performing arts. Its literary and artistic
legacies are invaluable treasures of Iranian (Tajik and Persian) and other Persian-speaking
cultures. Persian can inspire artists and writers to create new and enduring works.

Persian is a language of unity and solidarity among Persian speakers worldwide. It can strengthen
cultural and social ties among Iranians (Tajiks, Persians, and Kurds) and expand the cultural
influence of this civilization.

Part 4: The Literary Perspective

Persian is a lyrical and imaginative language. Its vocabulary and expressions possess a
remarkable capacity to convey human emotions and sentiments. It can give wings to human
imagination and creativity.

Persian is a narrative and storytelling language. Its fictional literature is a treasure trove of
instructive stories and legends. It can transmit the experiences and lessons of generations.

Persian is a beautiful and melodic language. Its poetry and prose exemplify its beauty and
eloquence. It can enhance our appreciation of literary and artistic beauty.

In Conclusion

The Persian language plays an indispensable role in the lives of Persian speakers, serving as a
foundation for the formation of identity, thought, knowledge, culture, and art. The preservation
and promotion of Persian is a national and cultural duty for every Persian speaker.



