Ferdowsi :

Guardian of the cultural conscience of the land of Iran

Dr. Basir Kamjo

In the history of Iranian culture, names have shone

that are not only remnants of their own time, but also the builders of our identity. Among
them, Hakim Abolgasem

Ferdowsi, like a towering peak, stands on the summit of Tajik-Iranian literature and
thought; a poet

who is not only the composer of the Shahnameh, but also the guardian of the cultural
conscience of a nation.

With the Shahnameh, Ferdowsi created a work that is not merely
a literary epic, but a philosophical-historical map of Tajik-lranian identity. In an era when

external aggressions and cultural impositions threatened to marginalize the language
and culture of Iranians (Tajiks

and Persians), he recreated the greatness of Iranian wisdom in the heart of Persian
words. His work

was not a repetition of stories, but a profound interpretation of history and a
reconstruction of the meaning of "being Iranian”

in the context of a historical crisis.

In the Shahnameh, intellect and ethics, alongside the glory of story

and narrative, have a living presence. Ferdowsi views history not as a series of events,
but as a stage for

the test of virtue, wisdom, justice, and humanity. From Rostam to Sohrab, from Siavash
to Fereydoun,

each story is a translation of the conflict between power and ethics, pride and humility,
determinism and choice. This perspective



has transformed the Shahnameh from an epic work into the book of the philosophy of
history of the Iranian nation (Tajiks, Persians, and Kurds ) .

He saved the Persian language from death, but beyond

that, he preserved Iranian thought from the danger of extinction. Ferdowsi is not just the
preserver of words, but

the guardian of our cultural conscience; and the greatness of his work lies in the fact
that he connected culture not to a distant past,

but to a possible future.

Today, if we speak of an identity crisis, if

we seek to rediscover our cultural authenticity and greatness, there is ho way but to
return to Ferdowsi and continue

his path. Because he, through perseverance, wisdom, and love for humanity and the
people of Iran,

showed that culture lives when it is built upon the foundation of freedom of thought and
human dignity.

Ferdowsi must be praised, not only for the past

he preserved, but also for the horizon he opened for the future.
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